FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: [Name of Member/Service Director] Phone: [Phone Number] Email: [Email Address] Website: [Local Service Website/TASA Website]
Local EMS Professionals Call on State Legislators to Protect Emergency Readiness in [County/City Name]
[CITY, TN] — [Date] — Local emergency medical responders are sounding the alarm on the future of 911 services in [County/City Name]. Speaking before the [County Commission/City Council] last night, [Name, Title] of [Ambulance Service Name] urged local leaders and citizens to support a package of critical bills currently moving through the Tennessee General Assembly.
The 2026 EMS Legislative Priorities aim to stabilize a healthcare "safety net" that is currently under immense pressure from federal regulatory changes and a growing workforce shortage.
“EMS is a mandated public safety service, just like police and fire,” said [Last Name]. “We respond to every call regardless of a patient's ability to pay, but the funding and retirement structures haven't kept pace with the reality of the work. If we want to keep ambulances on the road in [County/City Name], we need Nashville to act.”
The legislative priorities highlighted during the meeting include:
· Funding Stability (SB2221 / SB1805): Modernizing the way Tennessee draws down federal funding to ensure $40 million in combined revenue remains available for EMS providers.
· 911 Readiness (SB748): Adjusting reimbursement for nonemergency transports to prevent "bottlenecks" that keep ambulances stuck at hospitals instead of responding to 911 calls.
· Retirement Parity (SB2536): Recognizing EMS as "Hazardous Duty" work to align with police and fire, helping to retain veteran medics who are currently leaving the profession.
“When you call 911, you expect a fast response from a highly skilled professional,” [Last Name] continued. “These bills ensure our paramedics can afford to stay in this career and that our service has the funding to maintain our fleet.”
The Tennessee Ambulance Service Association (TASA) is leading the statewide effort, with a major "EMS Day on the Hill" scheduled for March 3, 2026, in Nashville. Local residents are encouraged to contact [Name of local State Rep/Senator] to voice their support for the 2026 EMS Priorities.
# #
About [Your Ambulance Service Name]: [Insert 1-2 sentences about your service—e.g., "[Service Name] has provided emergency medical care to the residents of [County] since [Year], responding to over [Number] calls annually."]

