[bookmark: _Hlk25046499]A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION WHICH DIRECTS TENNCARE TO REIMBURSE GROUND AMBULANCE PROVIDERS AT A RATE NOT LESS THAN THE CURRENT MEDICARE FEE SCHEDULE AND ADDING FUNDING TO THE 2020-2021 STATE BUDGET

WHEREAS, with the growth of our great state and the need for more and more services of all kinds, especially emergency medical services and the continuing rising costs of medical care, our agencies are constantly searching for more resources; and 
	WHEREAS, more rural hospitals are being closed and community clinics are being downsized, requiring great needs for ambulance services as the first line of care providers and transportation from remote areas; and
WHEREAS, Medicaid (TennCare) reimbursement has not increased since the inception of the TN Medicaid managed care system; and
WHEREAS, Medicare rates do not reflect the actual cost to operate ambulance services and TennCare rates are, in most cases, half of what Medicare provides, forcing limitations of services and placing a greater burden on local agencies and citizens; and  
WHEREAS, ambulance services throughout the State, in order to meet growing emergency needs and reduce the burden on the local governments and taxpayers need assistance in improving funding for these lifesaving services.
[bookmark: _Hlk25046439]THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the ______________ County Board of County Commissioners meeting in regular session on this the ____ day of ______, 2019, that this body does hereby ask that we show our support for legislation which directs TennCare to reimburse ground ambulance providers at a rate not less than the current Medicare fee schedule; and 
[bookmark: _Hlk25046365]BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this body does hereby pray that our State Representatives and Senators be contacted and encouraged to support legislation which directs TennCare to reimburse ground ambulance providers at a rate not less than the current Medicare fee schedule; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that our delegates also request that the funding for this much needed change be provided within the Governor’s FY20/21 budget; and
[bookmark: _Hlk25046317]BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that though this increased funding does not cover the full cost of services, it will begin an effort to aid our communities as demand continues to increase for EMS system resources across the state including the costs of maintaining staff, equipment and training for pre-hospital emergency medical services, and filling the gap of the reduction in hospitals throughout Tennessee that  is rendering EMS systems as the first line of care for many counties.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the county clerk shall send copies of this resolution to the members of the General Assembly representing _____________ County.

Adopted this         day of 	                     , 20     .

Vote Count	YES:				NO:			
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County Clerk
